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Appeal 

 

 

On November 15, the Libyan political dialogue Forum, organized by the UN Mission, ended its work 

in Tunis. The forum was unable to reach a single decision on the future of Libya. One of the reasons for the 

lack of Libyan domestic dialogue is that the parties have demonstrated no political will for agreement and 

compromise. I believe that a good symbol of the Libyans’ desire to reach an agreement among themselves 

can be the early release of foreign citizens held in Libya, in particular Russian citizens, without additional 

conditions. 

 

On May 17, 2019, Russian sociologists Maxim Shugaley and Samer Sueifan were abducted in 

Tripoli, the capital of Libya, while they were working there. They are still held in custody of structures 

controlled by the Interior Ministry of the GNA of Libya. The confinement conditions do not meet the 

international standards, and the physical state of the detainees gives rise to concern. We were expecting our 

collogues to be released two weeks ago, however our hopes were not fulfilled. All Libyan politicians 

promised that after the end of the Forum in Tunis, Russian citizens would be released. 

 
I ask you to use all possible influence to ensure that the release of the Russian citizens. I am sure that 

the release of Russian citizens will be perceived by all international players as a gesture of goodwill on the 

path of Libyan domestic dialogue and a pledge of the parties’ desire to reach an agreement. 
 
The situation with the Russians held in Tripoli is being monitored by the Russian Foreign Ministry. I 

am sure that Russia has the moral right to use all its capabilities to protect Russian citizens abroad, and while 

discussing the Libyan agenda in the UN Security Council, the issue of detained Russians will be one of the 

key topics. Let me remind you that the Russian Foreign Ministry has the right to use its influence, including 

the right to veto the UN Security Council resolutions on Libya, to save Russian citizens. 

 
 

Respectfully, 

 

First Deputy Chairman of the Commission 

on Development of Information Community, 

Mass Media and Mass Communications of the  

Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation; 

President of the 

NGO “Foundation for National Values Protection”     Alexander Malkevich 
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