
 Survey in Nigeria. 

The results of the survey, which I conducted in Nigeria together with the 

Foundation for National Values Protectionexperts as part of a working trip to 

Africa, were astounding. During the week, we interviewed 1,086 respondents. The 

results are presented below. 

On the territory of this West African country live 206 million people, dozens of 

different nationalities. In the north prevails Islam, and in the south – Christianity, 

and the relationship between the representatives of the two religious groups is not 

quite good. The protesters have no pronounced leaders. However, the history of the 

country shows that it is precisely such unrest without clear leadership that poses 

the greatest danger to the state.  

It's especially notable that 54.5% of the respondents are ready to leave the country 

at the first opportunity, and go to Europe, Britain or the United States. At the same 

time, 23.7% of the respondents are ready to become illegal migrants. Such results 

are not surprising. In recent years, Nigeria's economy has been in decline, which 

clearly indicates a political crisis. 65.8% of the respondents expressed their distrust 

of the current President, Mohammad Buhari, and the confidence indicators of the 

country's Parliament are not much higher. 30.6% of the respondents do not see any 

positive changes taking place in the country over the past year.  

It is clear why Nigerians are eager to leave. However, is Europe aware of the 

consequences of moving almost an entire African colony? Are European countries 

ready to "digest"(employ, pay benefits, provide housing) millions of migrants? If 

only about 45 million people want to leave Nigeria alone? Will the residents of 

Germany, Italy, and France, for example, remain so tolerant if they have to support 

such a large number of refugees at their expense?  

There are now four points of conflict in Nigeria. 

 

The most protracted and dangerous is the war with the Boko Haram islamists 

(since 2009) and with Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) islamists who 

seceded from Boko Haram in 2016. Today, these two forces control a significant 

part of the north-east of the country and have expanded their activities to 

neighboring countries (Cameroon, Niger, Chad).  

 

The main goal of Boko Haram is the implementation of Sharia law and the 

eradication of the Western way of life. In 2017-2018, the government of Nigeria 

announced the complete destruction of Boko Haram. However, since 2019, the 



militants have again switched to active combat operations, attacking army patrols, 

military bases andpro-government farmer forces, seizing cities and kidnapping 

people. Since May 2011, about 2.5 million people have been displaced from their 

homes and 37,500 have been killed during Islamist attacks in northeastern Nigeria. 

According to the estimate numbers of the international analytical NGO Crisis 

Group, Boko Haram has 1500-2000 fighters, and ISWAP has from 3500 to 5000 

fighters.  

 

The bloody methods used by Boko Haram and ISWAP are well known to 

everyone. It would seem that over the years, the government had a chance to end 

terrorism, but decades later, 44.8% of respondents consider the fight against Boko 

Haram ineffective. Moreover, 28.5% believe that the government of Nigeria 

provides terrorists with financial support. This is, of course, the opinion of the 

respondents. It should be noted that the influence of Boko Haram is not decreasing, 

but rather tends to expand.  

The survey conducted by our experts has also revealed a positive point: 42.6% of 

the Nigerians consider Russia a friendly state and highly appreciate its contribution 

to building peace in Nigeria.  

 


