
Malians welcome the address of their president to Russian military companies 

 

The Foundation for the Protection of National Values has been regularly conducting 

public opinion surveys in Mali since the so-called second military coup in June 2021. A 

survey conducted on September 20-25 showed an increase in the rating of confidence of 

the President of Mali Assimi Goita. Comparing the August confidence rating of 62.9%, 

in September it rose up to 72.5%. During the survey, residents of Mali explained that they 

support the President in his appeal to Russian military companies for help in the fight 

against terrorists (more than 87%), since this fight is conducted extremely ineffectively 

in their country. The French military operation Barkhane, a continuation of another 

French military operation Serval, has been operating on the territory of Mali since 2014 

to combat terrorists. However, during this time, the French military failed to gain support 

among the population of Mali and 83% of Malians surveyed are against the presence of 

the French military on the territory of the country. 

Since 2013, UN peacekeeping troops (MINUSMA), supposed to protect civilians, restore 

state power and ensure democratic elections, have also been present in Mali. 

On May 24, 2021, a so-called second military coup took place in Mali, or, as it can be 

called more precisely, a "coup d'coup". The fact is that 9 months before these events on 

August 19, 2020, the so-called first military coup took place in Mali. The National 

Committee for the Salvation of the People (NCSN), led by the military, overthrew 

President Ibrahim Bubukar Keita, who had been in power for 7 years. In the Transitional 

Charter, which was published after the first military coup, there were such beautiful 

words: "given the patriotic nature of the events of August 18, 2020…; considering the 

intensification of bloody conflicts in the central and northern regions of the country, with 

thousands of dead, hundreds of destroyed villages, thousands of displaced persons and 

refugees, as well as the ultimate sacrifice of our Armed Forces, poorly equipped and left 

to face-to-face with the enemy; considering the high price paid by the daughters and sons 

of Mali, victims of abuse and repression that led to the death of peaceful demonstrators 

in July 2020..." and many more beautiful words that justified the need for the first military 

coup. After all, the country was mired in corruption, injustice, while the army was poorly 

armed. After the overthrow of the President, the military, under pressure from Western 

countries, handed the power over to the civilian President of the transitional period, Bah 

Ndaw. The goal of the military was to save the people. It seemed that it could not get 

worse, but with the arrival of a civilian President after the first military coup, it did 

become worse. The country was mired in corruption, the army was never re-equipped and 

was defenseless against terrorists. Then there was a second military coup in Mali, which 

was supported by the population. The military took power and began to restore order. 


