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DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY 

In the course of a qualitative study of the situation in Afghanistan, more than 100 

in-depth interviews were conducted with residents directly located on the territory of 

Afghanistan. The study involved residents from different localities of Afghanistan, both 

from cities and from villages located near large cities. 

Research date: from August 25 to September 4, 2021. 
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1. GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION 

1.1. Most of the study participants said that the situation in Afghanistan is 

complicated, it is difficult to understand what to expect from the future. People's 

opinions are divided, some are waiting for deterioration, others are hoping for the 

best. 

Male, 50 years old: It depends on the policy of the Taliban and their leaders. If 

they behave well and keep good relations with the world, then the future may be 

better. We are ordinary people, if it is as I said, then our future will also be better. 

But I do not know what their policy will be in relation to me – it is unclear. For 

example, last night, the IS group appeared and it was very disturbing for us, and 

we do not know how long the war in Afghanistan will take. This is an 

incomprehensible situation. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: It's too early to say whether it will be good or bad. 

And it is unclear what kind of relations with foreign countries will be. 

A man, 19 years old: Previously, a person could be killed for a phone. People 

suffered, stole cars and performed other illegal actions. Now the situation is 

normal, but very confusing 

Female, 30 years old, Kabul: I think that in the near future the situation of my 

family in Afghanistan will worsen due to political instability. 

Male, 31 years old: At the moment, the Taliban is doing well. And I don't know 

about the future. 

 

1.2. The main advantages of the current situation are that the war is over and the 

expectation from the Taliban that they will be able to defeat corruption. Corruption 

swept through Afghanistan during the presence of the Americans. There was no 

development of the country during this period, the money that other countries 

transferred settled in the pocket of corrupt officials. 

Man, 29 years old, Fera: Our life will improve, since there was a war and 

corruption, and now we are confident about the future 

Male, 31 years old: A lot of money came from different countries, and settled in 

personal pockets and there was a lot of corruption. That's why we can't say what 

will happen in the future. At the moment, there are no problems, and there was 

corruption before. Money was sent from one pocket to another's pocket, and 

money did not help poor people. 

Male, 19 years old: For 20 years, the situation was such that the state gave 

important projects and budgets to certain people. They had all the money in their 

pocket. They did not do fundamental work for the country. They stole 90% of the 

budget, and used 10% for projects. There was no work and no stability. 
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Male, 35 years old: In 20 years, America has destroyed our country. There were 

irresponsible people in power in Afghanistan. Unfortunately, America has not 

been able to provide us with fundamental assistance. If they really wanted to help, 

they (the Americans) would have helped create the Afghan Air Force. But they did 

not want to provide us with fundamental assistance. 

Male, 50 years old: For some special people (meaning officials) it was useful. 

There was a lot of money for them, houses, cars, jobs, everything was in their 

hands. Yes, they built roads, but nothing was done for the residents of the country 

anyway. 

Male, 26 years old, Lagman: corruption and the number of bribes have increased 

with the Americans. The lack of security was under the United States. 

1.3. The country's economy is completely destroyed, residents complained that 

they were literally on the verge of starvation and this happened even before the arrival 

of the Taliban. 

Male, 55 years old, Maidan Wardak: No one knows that 90% of Afghans have no 

money, they are starving. 

Male, 39 years old, Mazar-I-Sharif: There is a famine in almost all provinces of 

Afghanistan now. 

41-year-old woman, Kabul: Afghanistan is a poor country. The world must 

provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. 

Male, 24 years old, Bamiyan: We don't have any food. 

 

1.4. The main concerns are associated with an even greater deterioration of the 

economic situation. This is due to two reasons: (1) the Taliban, according to the 

participants of the study, do not yet really understand how to manage the state and 

build the economy; (2) sanctions will be imposed on the country, which will 

negatively affect the economic situation. Moreover, the interviewed residents are 

afraid that the world will not recognize the Taliban government, which will greatly 

affect the country's economic ties. 

Male, 23 years old: At the moment, I believe that there is no danger for my family. 

I think that there may be economic problems. 

Male, 26 years old, Kabul: Time will tell, but the forecast is negative, since there 

is no economy in Afghanistan now. 

52-year-old woman, Kabul: Our life will get worse in the near future due to a 

weak and bad economy. 

Male, 29 years old, Herat: the economy will collapse, the Taliban does not know 

how to manage the economy, those responsible from the Taliban do not know 

anything, nor the laws. There will be no work, dollars will grow higher. The 

growth of inflation. 

Male, 35 years old, Panjshir: The Taliban have no position on the economy, 

ideology, they say that we have come to liberate you from the Americans, and they 

do not plan anything on the economy and do not voice it. 
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41-year-old woman, Kabul: In the near future, the situation of my family will 

worsen, because our business has closed. The world has imposed so many 

sanctions on Afghanistan. Such as the World Bank imposed. And many other 

sanctions that have affected our country. 

Woman, 28 years old, Kabul: Yes, the economic situation of my family depends on 

the economy of Afghanistan. If the world does not recognize the Taliban 

government, our future will collapse. 

 

1.5.  The main threat in Afghanistan is the resumption of civil war. The people of 

Afghanistan are tired of the civil war and are very afraid that their country is being 

dragged into a civil war again. The citizens of Afghanistan complain to the Americans 

that they are trying to provoke Afghanistan into a new war not for the benefit of the 

inhabitants of the country, but for the different interests of the Americans. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: the Americans are always setting up a war with 

each other, this is a minus. 

Male, 29 years old, Fera: Afghan people are already tired of wars for a long time 

and want to resolve the issue peacefully and not bleed. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: Everyone is tired of war, no one wants war, everyone 

prefers peace between each other, not war. 

Female, 27 years old, Kabul: Afghans have been fighting for peace and stability for 

more than 20 years. This did not happen, they understand that this is America's war, not 

Afghanistan's. 

Female, 28 years old, Kabul: Other countries are bringing the war in Afghanistan 

for their own benefit. 

Male, 30 years old, Kabul: Biden dreamed of destroying Kabul, as the United States 

destroyed Iraq and Syria, they need a war. 

Male, 34 years old, Kabul: There is a culture of recycling in the United States. 

They're not good friends. 

Male, 24 years old, Bamyan: The United States and Biden got what they wanted 

from Afghanistan, they do not want to support the Afghan people. It is hard for the 

Afghan people to fight, we do not want to fight. 
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2. ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE USA 

 2.1. Most of the study participants believe that the United States is to blame for 

the current crisis situation in Afghanistan, which will provoke Afghanistan to war. 

During the 20 years of the US presence, corruption flourished in the country, the 

money entering the country was stolen. 

The main claims against the United States: 

 

1) The United States failed to ensure security in the country. 

2) The United States provoked the flourishing of corruption in 

Afghanistan. There was no control over the spending of funds allocated by the 

world community for the development of the country. 

3) There was no development of long-term projects, "all enterprises were in 

the hands of the United States." 

4) The United States created a fragile state structure in Afghanistan, which was 

destroyed after their departure. 

5) The country's leaders were not independent, they were dependent on the 

United States. 

6) The United States pitted the Afghans against each other. 

7) Women received too many freedoms for an Islamic country, which caused a 

negative. 

8) The destruction of Afghanistan and the government of the Islamic Emirate. 

 

Male, 39 years old, Mazar-I-Sharif: The United States did not think about the 

future of Afghanistan, they also took money out of the country. 

Male, 30 years old, Kabul: Only negative. The United States is to blame for this 

situation 

Female, 25 years old, Sari-Pul: Corruption for 20 years. No one controlled the 

spending of funds that were provided as support to Afghanistan - this is bad. The 

culture has not improved - people did not accept the changes that were taking 

place in Afghanistan. For example, changes in clothing were perceived better in 

Kabul than in the provinces. There was nothing positive in the United States. 

Male, 29 years old, Fera: There were a lot of changes, especially bad ones. In the 

evening there were bombings, there was corruption. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: There was no security, some democratic changes 

went against Islam, women sang a lot, fashion shows appeared. 

Male, 44 years old, Kabul: The changes were negative, because the United States 

destroyed Afghanistan and the government of the Islamic Emirate. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: The arrival of America as a whole is a bad thing. 

There was no peace, there was a lot of theft, many people died in the war. 
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Male, 26 years old, Kabul: The negative thing is that Afghanistan did not have the 

opportunity to create its own economy, since all the enterprises were in the hands 

of the United States. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: The negative factors are poor control and a large 

amount of fraud. 

Male, 39 years old, Baghlan: There were no improvements under the US. Life was 

getting worse all the time. The Americans did not develop anything, then they 

handed everything over to the Taliban and left. 

Male, 25 years old, Panjshir: The minus is that it was also not safe. Globally, 

nothing has changed. 

Male, 26 years old, Joguri: There was no improvement in the field of politics. 

Cons - The country's leaders are not independent. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: America did not do anything for Afghanistan, they 

did everything for democracy and their country. They fought a war between the 

Afghans, this is a minus. 

Male, 25 years old: Young people have lost the desire to work for the good of the 

country. I don't think that the education we have received over 20 years can be 

used for the benefit of the country. I don't think that our country has any 

opportunities for further development at the moment. 

 

 

 2.2. No fundamental assistance has been provided to Afghanistan during the 20 

years of the US presence in the country. At the same time, everything that happened 

positively in the country – everything collapsed overnight, like "sand walls". 

Male, 34 years old, Kabul: "The United States made walls out of sand and nothing 

else and demolished them when they left Afghanistan." 

Male, 30 years old, Kabul: Over the past 20 years, we have not worked on long-

term projects. The United States, which remained in Afghanistan, had a negative 

impact on our people. 

Female, 18 years old, Kabul: The United States was engaged in populism, saying 

that they spent a lot of money for the benefit of Afghanistan, but the result of 

their activities is invisible to people. 

 

2.3. Some participants of the study noted a number of positive changes: (1) the 

work of the media improved; (2) women have more rights and freedoms; (3) it was 

possible to get an education (not everywhere, since there was a war in other places); (4) 

the world community provided financial support to the country for the development of 

infrastructure projects, trade with other countries developed. All the positive changes 

were crossed out by the fact that everything eventually collapsed at one moment and the 

positive changes turned out to be "useless for the peoples of Afghanistan" (a 36-year-old 
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male, Kabul). Moreover, the assistance of the international community has become the 

basis for corruption and fraudulent schemes. 

Male, 35 years old, Panjshir: There were small advantages - freedom of the press, 

women's rights. Minus-security. Financial assistance was often only on paper. 

Female, 55 years old, Kabul: Positive changes - trade turnover increased. Minus - 

everything collapsed. 

41-year-old woman, Kabul: Many non-profit organizations have worked in 

Afghanistan. The mass media has improved, the number of social awards has 

increased. 

Female, 36 years old, Kabul: Nothing special. Only a slight improvement in the 

economic situation. 

Female, 30 years old, Kabul: The literacy rate has increased. 

Male, 26 years old, Baghlan: People studied at school, at the university, 

everything was free for women. However, in other cities, because of the war, there 

was no study and development, people could not study. 

Female, 28 years old, Kabul: In 20 years, there have been many changes, such as 

training men and women in accordance with new trends. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: Education was developing, the introduction of the 

English language, girls were freer. 

Male, 25 years old, Punjar: For 20 years, women could work. \ 

Female, 18 years old, Kabul: The appearance of the United States has had a 

positive impact on the attitude towards women. For example, the weakening of 

strict requirements for clothing for women. 

 

2.4. During the study, the question was asked: "How do you feel about the 

phrase of US President Biden from August 17, 2021 "" We gave them (approx. 

residents of Afghanistan) have all the opportunities to determine their own future. 

We could not give them the will to fight for this future"? The majority of the 

surveyed residents of Afghanistan negatively perceived the opinion of US President 

Biden. Residents believe that Biden is wrong, and the purpose of his statement is to 

divide the Afghan nation and draw the Afghans into a war "for the interests of the 

United States," and the Afghans do not want a war. 

Female, 55 years old, Kabul: He is completely wrong. Biden wants to divide our 

nation. We are tired of the war. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: He is a loser. We didn't quarrel with anyone. We don't 

want a civil war. 

Male, 45 years old, Kabul: Fighting is not the solution to any issue. 

Male, 26 years old, Laghman: The Afghans have been fighting for more than 40 

years and are tired of fighting, there is no sense in this." 
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Female, 41 year old, Kabul: There was no Afghan war. They are using 

Afghanistan as a platform for war. They used our soil against their opposition. 

The world's responsibility was to fight the terrorists, not the Afghans. 

Male, 39 years old, Kabul: It was not our war. Why should we quarrel with each 

other? 

Female, 28 year old, Kabul: I criticize him because war is not a solution to any 

issues. 

Female, 36 years old, Kabul: Why should Afghans fight for the interests of the 

United States. He's not in his right mind. 

Male, 29 years old, Herat: I do not agree with Biden's words, the Afghans have 

and will have the will. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: People are tired of the war, they have been 

fighting for 40 years. People don't want an American order in Afghanistan. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: The Afghans are tired of the war, they have lost so 

much in the wars, they do not want to fight anymore, so there is no resistance. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: Afghans are tired of the war, more than 20 years 

of losses, Afghans do not see the point of fighting. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: Bad US policy over the past 20 years. They didn't train 

the army as they should have. The army was completely dependent. 

Woman, 20 years old, Kabul: He is wrong, our corrupt government officials are 

giving up. This is a political defeat. 

Male, 60 years old, Kabul: People can't decide what to do next. The president has 

fled, there is no state. 

Male, 55 years old, Maidan Wardak: Biden is to blame for this, since the United 

States took out all the money and ran away without handing over the state to the 

Taliban. 

Male, 44 years old, Kabul: Biden is a loser, he put us in trouble. 

Male, 39 years old, Mazar-I-Sharif: Afghan people always think about their 

future, but America does not want this. The people of Afghanistan did not expect 

such a turn of events. 

Male, 39 years old, Baghlan: I don't agree with Biden. When the Afghans fought 

together with the Americans against the Taliban, they did not go into battle 

themselves. They consulted. The people have the will to fight for their future. Our 

country was simply sold by the people who depended on Americans. 

Man, 35 years old, Panjshir: Biden's words always differ from his deeds. In 

reality, the state was surrendered by Ashraf Ghani, Joseph Biden, and the army 

surrendered its weapons without a single shot at the command of Ashraf Ghani, 

who had an agreement that he could take and take $ 169 million from the budget. 
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3. ATTITUDE TO THE TALIBAN 

3.1. To the question "Who supports the Taliban?" – the most common opinion is 

that the Taliban – for the most part-are ordinary Afghans, ordinary people, that is, the 

people of Afghanistan. 

Male, 29 years old, Kabul: The Taliban are the people of Afghanistan. 

Male, 31 years old: Ordinary people support the Taliban. 

Male, 19 years old: Now ordinary people support the Taliban. Previously, others 

supported it. These were the previous Taliban. But now they have changed. They 

used to beat people, now they don't do it. Now they win the hearts of people. 

Male, 50 years old: Do ordinary citizens support it? Maybe, maybe.... 

Male, 23 years old: Among ordinary people, they (the Taliban) have more 

support. 

Male, 43 years old: Yes, ordinary people support them. I am a Muslim, by the will 

of Allah. And maybe I'm better than the Taliban, because I say a prayer five times 

a day. I am a Muslim and they (the Taliban) are Muslims... The Taliban are 

supported by ordinary people. 

Female, 25 years old, Sari-Pul: People who live in villages are more supportive 

of the Taliban. 

 

3.2. The religious factor is of significant importance. The Taliban are supported 

by Muslims who want to live according to Sharia law without corruption.   

Male, 26 years old, Kabul: Mostly the Taliban are supported by people from 

villages who want Sharia. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: We, the Afghans, support the Taliban all the time, 

because we think that the Taliban are fighting for Islam. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: Allah supported them. 

Male, 29 years old, Herat: People in the village, the mullahs partially support 

and want to establish the power of the Taliban, since they are for Sharia 

 

3.3. The question of what percentage of the population supports the Taliban 

caused difficulties. The range of estimates ranges from "20% in cities" to 80-90% 

of the population supports the Taliban. The specifics are noted – about higher 

support among the villagers, religious supporters of the ideas of Sharia. 

Female, 55 years old, Kabul: 50% support. 

Female, 52 years old, Kabul: 30% in cities and 80% in districts. 

Male, 44 years old, Kabul: 70%, supports them in villages and 30% in cities. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: 80% of Afghans support the Taliban 

Male, 32 years old, Panjshir: In each city, no more than 20% support the Taliban, 

who support them, they came from the mountains of Waziristan. 
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Male, 26 years old, Baghlan: 85% of people support the Taliban. Many people are 

happy with the arrival of the Taliban, as there is no war. Those who are 

dissatisfied have either already left, or have been before and just want to live like 

in another country, a developed country. 

Male, 29 years old, Fera: 75% support the Taliban. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: People in rural areas with no education support 

the Taliban. 40% support the Taliban. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: 80-85% support the Taliban now, if a state is 

created, support will grow. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: 80-90% support. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: 40% support the Taliban. 

 

3.4. When asked whether there are differences in the level of support for the 

Taliban in Kabul and other regions, the answer is yes. Residents of Kabul 

generally treat the Taliban worse. In Kabul live people with a higher level of 

education and income, who are much less likely to support the ideas of Sharia and 

want to have more freedom in the choice of clothes, the behavior of women, the 

opportunity to listen to music, dance, etc. Therefore, it is believed that the attitude 

towards the Taliban is worse in Kabul. Also, residents of Kabul more often recall 

the negative experience during the last time the Taliban came to power. 

Male, 44 years old, Kabul: The people of Kabul want freedom in their clothing, 

women's rights, freedom of speech. 

Woman, 41 years old, Kabul: In general, people want freedom of speech, respect 

for women's rights, culture and many other things that are restricted by the 

Taliban, such as music, dance, etc. 

Woman, 30 years old, Kabul: Residents of Kabul have had a bad experience with 

the Taliban in the previous government. 

Male, 39 years old, Mazâr-e Charîf: The Taliban is more supported in the 

provincial Pashtun regions than in Kabul. Educated people live in Kabul who 

want to develop. 

Male, 30 years old, Kabul: People think the Taliban will let them go to 

universities and schools. The provinces are much better than Kabul. The northern 

provinces support the Taliban (Jowzjan, Samangan, Badakhshan, Baghlan). 

Female, 28 years old, Kabul: Residents of Kabul have experienced the power of 

the Taliban. They don't want them. 

Male, 26 years old, Kabul: There is a big difference. In the villages, people think 

the Taliban are right. Kabul does not agree with this. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: The people of Kabul do not support the Taliban 

because they think about the past of the Taliban regime. 
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Male, 25 years old, Panjshir: Those who live on the border with Pakistan are 

more supportive of the Taliban. 

Male, 26 years old, Baghlan: There is a difference. In Kabul, Herat, Mazâr-e 

Charîf, people had more opportunities to live as they want, so they treat the 

Taliban worse than in the villages. 

Male, 29 years old, Fera: In Kabul, Mazâr-e Charîf, Herat, the attitude towards 

the Taliban is worse, as there is a fear that women's rights will be violated. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: Attitude depends on the province, the central part 

does not accept the Taliban. The provinces are closer to Pakistan. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: There is a cultural difference. Dari, those who 

speak Dari face a little discrimination, they treat the Taliban worse 

3.5. At the same time, the study participants themselves said that the opinion 

of the Taliban is gradually beginning to change among residents of large cities, 

they are beginning to perceive the Taliban more calmly, with less apprehension, 

because “They have a sense of justice,” they begin to notice that there is less theft 

and corruption. 

Male, 31 years old: All the people are happy for the Taliban because the Taliban 

have a sense of justice. People are supportive and happy for them. 

Male, 43 years old: This time the Taliban are better. They want education - it 

doesn't matter whether it is at school or in a madrasah. But the main thing is to 

have education in the country. Those people who have worked for the state up to 

this point are not worried about the Taliban. The attitude towards the Taliban is 

the same in the capital and in all provinces. 

Male, 19 years old: At the moment, the Taliban have not harmed anyone in any 

way. They said that if one soldier killed 50 Taliban, he would receive a general 

forgiveness, nothing would be done to him. They are trying to win the hearts of 

people and show the world their good face. Previously, no one could leave the 

house at night, but now it can be done calmly. Yes, there is a big difference 

between Kabul and other provinces. There are Taliban from Kandahar in Kabul, 

and they are very serious because they came here for the first time - a new set. 

And in other provinces from different parts of the country, especially from Logar. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: The difference was big before, now that the 

Taliban control Kabul, people are changing their minds. People see that there is 

no corruption, there is no theft, and corrupt officials do not like the Taliban. There 

is no big difference in attitude now. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: Now the opinion has leveled off, there is no 

difference. There is no discrimination. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: There is no difference now, they think about the 

Taliban about the same, both in Kabul and in the villages. 

Man: When the Taliban regard people as their own, people are not afraid of them. 

During the previous government, there was a great distance between people and 
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government. At the moment, people who support the Taliban think that the Taliban 

are their own. 

3.6. Some of the study participants are afraid of the Taliban, as they recall 

the "atrocities of the 90s." The greatest fears arise in women. 

Male, 60 years old, Kabul: Negative. I saw their atrocities in the 1990s. 

Male, 29 years old, Herat: Negative. Wild people. They just kill, they don't 

understand anything. There will be no economy and politics, there will be one 

Islam as interpreted by the Taliban. 

Female, 25 years old, Kabul: Very strict people, uneducated. 

Male, 26 years old, Kabul: Negative. The Taliban took the country back to the 

18th century. 

Female, 25 years old, Sari-Pul: Negative. The Taliban are not civilized, they do 

not know what normal human communication is. 

Male, 35 years old, Panjshir: I have a negative attitude towards the Taliban 

because they have no economic or youth development plans. 

Female, 31 years old, Sari-Pul: Already now a girl cannot leave the house without 

a man's accompaniment. Men are not allowed to cut their hair and beard. The 

Taliban never knew anything about science and education. 

 Female, 27 years old, Kabul: If you look at how the Taliban perceived women 

and girls 20 years ago, it is clear what the attitude will be now. Hence, there are 

laws and restrictions for women. She will not be able to go to school, because now 

it is possible to study only from the first to the sixth grade, and then it is no longer 

possible. If possible, she will continue to learn 

 

3.7. The arrival of the Taliban is already a fait accompli. According to the survey 

participants, if they fulfill their promises, keep the higher education system operational, 

and can begin to solve the problem of unemployment, they will be treated neutral. 

Male, 25 years old , Kabul: The Taliban are a fact that the world must accept. 

Man, 55 years old, Maidan Wardak: Neutral. If they do not forbid people to go to 

schools, universities, work, there will be a positive attitude. 

Woman, 28 years old, Kabul: The Taliban have changed from the past, but time 

will tell. 

Male, 23 years old: My opinion about the Taliban is that if there is no crisis, they 

can manage security perfectly. True, I am worried about the economic problem. 

My personal opinion is that if the Taliban can recruit those who have lost their 

jobs, they will have a good future. 

3.8. A fairly significant part of the respondents (all men) actually 

sympathized with the Taliban - "these are good people," "fair," "they will never 

sell Afghan land." They have a credit of trust for a part of the population. May be 

perceived as “the best alternative”. 
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Male, 44 years old, Kabul: The Taliban are good people because they are not 

corrupt and will uphold justice in the country. 

Male, 39 years old, Kabul : They are Afghans and will never sell Afghan land. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: I feel good right now, we have no better alternative. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: They are good people on earth. 

Male, 30 years old, Kabul: The Taliban promised to create a good state. 

Therefore, people have joy and hope. 

Male, 39 years old, Baghlan: The Taliban came by force and took power. But I 

hope they can do something good for the country. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: I have a positive attitude towards the Taliban, they 

have no corruption, they do not kill people now for no reason, there is no war. 

Male, 41years old, Kandahar: I think positively about the Taliban, they are people 

who can bring peace to Afghanistan, they are united, they have no differences. 

Male, 26 years old, Baghlan: There was a war during Hamid Karzai and Ashraf 

Ghani, now there is no war. We are waiting for the construction of new buildings 

and cities and work. I hope for the best, I don't want to criticize the Taliban. 

Man, 29 years old, Fera: I have a positive attitude towards the Taliban, they are 

building an Islamic state, we hope that we will have a good state and life in the 

future. 

3.9. The Taliban's attempts and efforts to win over people are noted. The 

modern Taliban is perceived by some respondents much better than the Taliban of 

10-20 years ago. People note and have a positive attitude to the fact that the 

Taliban "announced universal forgiveness", "does not order men to leave beards", 

"does not knock down anyone's doors, does not kill the inhabitants of the 

country." 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: We have different opinions about the Taliban. Now 

they are improving the attitude of people towards themselves, trying to win over to 

themselves. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: I have a good attitude towards the Taliban, I 

expect them to work for the good of Afghanistan. They have improved the attitude 

of people towards themselves. 

Man, 43 years old: Now they (the Taliban) are good. But about what they will 

become, I have no answer. The current Taliban is better than the previous one, 

because now the Taliban do not order men to leave beards, and now there are no 

specific prohibitions for women either. But what will happen next, we do not 

know. 

Male, 25 years old: Now I don't know if the Taliban are playing politics now or is 

this their real approach. Now they do not threaten ordinary people in any way. 

They behave very normally and calmly. But we have no collateral for the future. 

We cannot say anything now (as a forecast). 
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Man, 50 years old: We thought that they would be like the previous time (in 1996): 

they beat, harass people ... But now they have changed. Have improved. A general 

pardon was announced. If someone killed a hundred Taliban, then they (Taliban) 

forgave him. For example, like Qaysari, like Ismail Khan (politicians who 

opposed the Taliban). They did not knock down anyone's doors, they did not kill 

the inhabitants of the country. If they (the Taliban) behave as well, the world will 

support them. 

 

3.10. The opinion is expressed that with external support the Taliban will be 

able to build a full-fledged state, although there is a threat of internal 

contradictions within the Taliban. 

Male, 26 years old, Joguri: If the people of Afghanistan support them and foreign 

states support them, then the Taliban will be able to create a state. They have 

internal contradictions about leadership. There is a Haqqani network, other 

groups will fight for power. 

 

4. WHY THE TALIBS COULD TAKE THE KABUL QUICKLY (THE 

SECRET OF SUCCESS) 

4.1. It is widely believed that the success of the Taliban is due to the fact that 

there are a lot of people in the country who support the Taliban and are tired of 

the past corrupt government that was under Ashraf Ghani. People did not support 

the previous government, which helped the Taliban to lead Afghanistan so quickly. 

Man: What I heard in the media, I think there were a lot of people among the 

population who supported the Taliban. This is where the Taliban succeed. This 

greatly helped the Taliban to quickly take over the country. 

Male, 31 years old: The people were in good coordination with the Taliban. 

Because ordinary people had no place in power - because of corruption, they 

would have waited 15 days for their papers (which they received from government 

services). People got tired of this and decided to support the Taliban. This is 

where the Taliban succeed. 

Male, 50 years old: The reason for the Taliban's success is in the previous state. 

The previous government was divided along ethnic, linguistic and regional lines. 

The power was divided into different groups. The inhabitants of the country did 

not support the government, which is why the previous government collapsed 

Man, 23 years old: The secret of their victory is that they were supported by a 

large number of ordinary people in the country. The percentage of ordinary 

people in their support became more and more every day, and as a result, the 

Taliban came to power. 
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Man, 43 years old: We were ordinary people, we were for the Taliban. Maybe 

there were people in power who supported the Taliban. Maybe they (the Taliban) 

came to an agreement with Ashraf Ghani himself. 

Man, 43 years old: The secret of their success is that there were many 

representatives of the corrupt circles within the previous government of 

Afghanistan. Our president was good, but there were bribe-takers around him. 

The most important reason for the destruction of power in the country was 

precisely this. 

4.2. Another factor in the Taliban's quick victory is the weakness of the 

Ashraf Ghani government, corruption and betrayal. 

Male, 60 years old, Kabul: Ashraf Ghani helped the Taliban take power to steal 

money. 

Male, 55 years old, Maidan Wardak: In the opinion of all people, the Americans 

gave money to Ashraf Ghani to run away. 

Male, 29 years old, Herat: The Americans left thoughtlessly quickly and Ashraf 

Ghani's traitorous government collapsed. Ashraf Ghani did not want to peacefully 

transfer power, so he fled so that there would be no precedent in history that he 

transferred power to the Taliban. Ashraf Ghani thought it was better to flee than 

to give power to the Taliban officially. 

Male, 28 years old, Kabul: The Secret in Sold Leaders. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: The weakness of the central government made it come 

to power so quickly. 

Male, 35 years old: The success of the Taliban is due to the state. Especially the 

former president. He said not to fight the Taliban, they say, let's see how they will 

govern the country. 

Female, 25 years old, Sari Pul: The Ashraf Ghani regime was corrupt and he fled. 

Woman, 18 years old, Kabul: Ashraf Ghani sold the country. As soon as the war 

began, people thought that the state would fight, but the country was surrendered 

without resistance. They said on TV that "we are standing," but in reality there 

was nothing. And this is how all the authorities behaved, not only Ashraf Ghani. 

Man, 19 years old: This is a political situation. We, as spectators, saw that the 

army lowered its weapons and the Taliban were able to quickly take over the 

country. They had agreements in advance. The Taliban promised to capture 18 

provinces, but they captured more. And then President Ashraf Ghani said that let 

(the Taliban) take over the provinces. At around 3 pm, the Taliban arrived in 

Kabul and occupied government buildings. 

 

4.3. Another significant factor in the victory was the religiosity of the Taliban 

fighters, many of them were ready to fight for the idea. The Taliban were 

perceived as fighters for honesty and justice against the backdrop of a corrupt and 
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corrupt government. Even the expression was used: "smart policy pursued by the 

Taliban." 

Female, 52 years old, Kabul: The Taliban are loyal fighters with no pay. 

Female, 36 years old, Kabul: Because of their religion. They are strong believers. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: When Allah wants to give power to someone, it is very 

simple. 

Male, 29 years old, Kabul: Islamic thoughts, because the people of Afghanistan 

are 99% Muslim and they believe in Islam more. 

Female, 50 years old, Kabul: Committed to Honesty. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: Many in the provinces adhere to Sharia and 

traditional Islam. 

Male, 29 years old, Fera: Taliban champion Islam. They use smart politics. They 

now forgive many supporters of the previous regime. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: They have good support from the Afghans. They 

have no corruption, they all know who the leader is. There is no theft from them. 

They catch thieves quickly, people are happy with that. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: The Taliban work on religious motivation, the 

soldiers do not receive money from them. They are patriotic. In addition, there is 

unity, there are no conflicts between the Taliban. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: Taliban unity strengthens them. They are strong in 

their aspirations. 

 

4.2. There was an opinion that the Taliban "are in unity", while the previous 

government did not have coordination 

Male, 25 years old: Their success lies in unity. They were able to destroy the 

previous power. As far as my political knowledge allows me to assess what is 

happening, there was no coordination in the institutions of the previous 

government - they were not united. 

4.5. A significant factor is the fatigue of the Afghans from the war, and 

imposed by other countries, the soldiers of the government troops were dissatisfied 

with the situation, corruption in the Government. The army did not receive 

sufficient support from the government, ordinary soldiers did not see the point in 

defending the government. 

Male, 39 years old, Kabul: Afghans are tired of war. For 40 years they fought for 

Islam, there are no other motives. 

Male, 30 years old, Kabul: People in Afghanistan were tired of the US, so they did 

not resist the Taliban. Under the United States, corruption flourished; the United 

States wanted war. 
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Male, 45 years old, Kabul: The Afghan army did not fight for less casualties and 

save Afghanistan. 

Female, 20 years old, Kabul: Corrupt government surrender. Our army cannot be 

supported by our defense representatives. 
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5. ATTITUTE TOWARDS EX-PRESIDENT OF AFGHANISTAN 

ASHRAF GHANI  

 5.1. The attitude towards the ex-President of Afghanistan is generally very 

negative. The negative attitude is mostly due to the fact that the ex-President is 

considered the main corrupt official in the country, who brought the situation to 

the extreme and formed a team of corrupt officials around him. Also, Ashraf 

Ghani was a US puppet, an "EU spy" and did not work for the good of 

Afghanistan. Some respondents directly accuse Ashraf Ghani of treason. 

Male, 44, Kabul: Negatively. Because he was a corrupt president. 

Male, 30, Kabul: negatively, since he trusted the United States. The US gave him 

money and allowed him to flee. 

Male, 60, Kabul: Negatively, Ashraf Ghani studied in America and did what the 

Americans wanted. Ashraf Ghani stole 169 million USD and fled on purpose, 

surrendering power to the Taliban to steal money. 

Male, 36, Kabul: He was a spy for America and Europe. 

Male, 34, Kabul: Negative, US puppet. He left us to be a fuel for the war. 

Male, 25, Kabul: He was not a good president because he took all the wealth of 

Afghanistan. 

Male, 29 years old, Fera: I have a bad attitude towards Ashraf Ghani, I consider 

him a weak politician. He did not listen to the requests of local residents, he 

followed the recommendations of Western structures, and also listened to 

Amrullah Saleh. 

Female, 42, Sari Pul: Ashraf Ghani is a traitor. 

Female, 22, Kabul: He was not a good president. People did not choose him. 

Female, 18, Kabul: Negative. He stole money and fled the country. No president 

can take and leave his country in such a situation. It's a shame. This was reported 

by “Afghanistan International” channel. He is said to have taken out 169 million 

USD with him. 

Male, 35, Panjshir: He is an emotional person and mentally unstable, so he gave 

power to the Taliban. Almost nobody likes him, Ashraf Ghani has surrendered the 

state. 

 

 5.2. A few positive characteristics in relation to the ex-President related to his 

education (several higher educations, postgraduate studies). Management of water 

resources is assessed positively (Kamal Khan dam, “forced Iran to pay for water 

resources”). The President is considered to be let down by his corrupt team. 

Male, 29, Herat: There is something good about him. He was a very smart person, 

with several educations, postgraduate studies, this was a positive thing for the 

economy, he created reservoirs and dams for the production of electricity, 
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received money from Iran for the supply of water. He didn’t know how to be 

president; he wasn’t good at politics. He had a bad team. 

Female, 36, Kabul: He himself was an educated man, but his advisers 

misinformed him with their stories about Afghanistan. 

Male, 30, Kabul: Ashraf Ghani worked on long-term projects, one of which was 

the Kamal Khan Dam. And his team did not. 

Male, 50: Maybe Ashraf Ghani was honest in his attitude towards the country, but 

he was surrounded by dishonest people. His close circle did not act the way he 

(the president) wanted. 

 

 5.3. Most of the interviewed respondents believe that Ashraf Ghani will not be 

able to return to power in Afghanistan due to the loss of trust and him “selling 

Afghanistan”  

Male, 25, Panjshir: He will not return. People know he stole money. 

Female, 18, Kabul: He has committed a crime against the people and will not be 

able to return. If he comes back, people will not accept him. 

Male, 25, Kabul: No, he cannot. Because he ran away, he does not want to 

repeat the fate of Najibullah. 

Male, 46, Kandahar: He has lost his supporters, he will not be able to return to 

power. 

Male, 35, Panjshir: Ashraf Ghani will not be able to return. No one feels grateful 

to him, no one will support him after fleeing. 

Male, 29, Fera: Ashraf Ghani will never return to the government again, people 

do not want him, neither do the Americans. 

Male, 26, Joguri: No, he can't go back. Neither people nor foreign countries 

support him. He stole more than 169 million $. 

Male, 41, Kandahar: He has no support, he is unlikely to return to power and to 

Afghanistan. 

6. Male: Judging by the fact that people are supporting the Taliban, I don't think he 

will return. 
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WHAT COUNTRIES DO PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN RELY ON 

FOR SUPPORT 

6.1. As a part of the study, the respondents were asked the question: "Which 

countries can provide assistance to Afghanistan?" The survey participants believe that 

Russia, China, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Qatar, Turkey, India, Japan, Germany, and 

European countries are most likely to provide assistance.  

Which countries are you counting on? 
 Count on Don’t count on Not sure Total 

Russia 83,0% 12,8% 4,2% 100% 

China 80,9% 12,8% 6,3% 100% 

Pakistan 51,1% 44,7% 4,2% 100% 

Europe 38,3% 48,9% 12,8% 100% 

Arab countries 36,2% 53,2% 10,6% 100% 

USA 14,0% 79,6% 6,4% 100% 

 

Male, 26, Baghlan: China, Russia, Kuwait, Emirates, Iran. Iran in terms of 

economic support, Kuwait and the Emirates helped Syria and Yemen a lot, they 

have a good currency, they can also help with money. China can help 

economically, build enterprises. Russia can train the army, help with the supply of 

medical aid. 

Male, 39, Baghlan: Qatar, India, Turkey. India gave us weapons, set up bus lines, 

gave helicopters, money. India has always helped. Turkey is our friend, has always 

helped with the training of troops. Canada provides mainly financial aid and 

weapons supply. 

Male, 39, Mazar-i-Sharif: Russia can provide education and financial assistance. 

China can help develop the mining industry. 

Male, 26, Kabul: Germany and European countries. Germany used to help with 

money and specialists, now it can provide similar assistance. 

 

6.2. According to the survey participants, Afghanistan is a relatively poor 

country and the country needs help. Most often, there were requests for financial aid 

and economic assistance.  

Male, 30, Kabul: Our country is poor and needs help. 

Male, 31: Afghanistan is not a wealthy country. Any country should help 

Afghanistan in economic and educational spheres.  

Male, 50: Afghanistan is a very poor country. There was a war here for 40-50 

years. Any help is significant for us. 

Male, 32, Kabul: Financial assistance, financing for development. 

Military equipment. 

Male, 26, Laghman: Basically, financial aid is mostly required. 

Male, 25, Kabul: Economic assistance. 
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Male, 26, Laghman: Russia, China, India, Japan, Iran. Mainly to provide 

financial assistance. 

Male, 29, Kabul: Financial assistance, financing for development. Military 

equipment. 

Female, 18, Kabul: European countries. In particular, they can accept 

immigrants. 

Male, 50: Our neighbors: Muslim and Western countries, we need their help. 

 

6.3. However, the study participants expressed concerns that countries will 

provide assistance to Afghanistan only if they consider it beneficial for themselves. 

Male, 43, Kandahar: Those countries that see the benefits for themselves will 

help. For example, India, China, Russia. India wants to help so as not to strengthen 

Pakistan (health care, education). 

Male, 24, Bamiyan: China, Iran, India. In reality, help from them is unlikely. No 

one wants to help. 

Female, 18, Kabul: European countries. In particular, they can accept 

immigrants. 

Male, 25, Panjshir: No countries will help for free. All the countries that will help 

will want to get certain resources. For 20 years, the United States has been 

extracting resources in the territory of Afghanistan. 
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6.1.  USA 

6.1.1. According to the respondents, the United States can provide financial 

support, assistance in the spheres of education and health care. Only if it finds benefits 

for itself again. 

Male, 26, Kabul: The United States fled. It can only provide financial support. 

Female, 29, Kabul: It can provide education (the opportunity to go to study in the 

United States), provide assistance in the health sector (supply of medicines). 

Male, 26, Baghlan: YES, America can help, in the field of education and medicine. 

Male, 29, Fera: Political assistance, recognition of the State, financial assistance. 

Male, 39, Mazar-i-Sharif: The United States is looking for its own benefit. If it 

finds any, it will provide assistance. Otherwise, no. 

Male, 29, Herat: The United States may want to help the Taliban for its own 

benefit. 

6.1.2. Those who believe that: (1) all the problems in the country are because of 

the United States; (2) the US "has only power to destroy"; (3) the US has fled the 

country and no longer intends to help, because it does not see any benefit don’t count on 

US’s support. 

Male, 60, Kabul: The war happened because of America. It can't do anything to 

help. 

Male, 30, Kabul: The United States has left Afghanistan at a very bad moment and 

we can’t count on it. 

Male, 26, Laghman: It only has power to destroy. 

Female, 25, Sari-Pul: They can't, they has already run away. 

Male, 25, Panjshir: Will not help. Because thy got everything they wanted. 

Male, 24, Bamiyan: All the problems are because of America, there will be no 

help. 

Male, 39, Baghlan: The USA took twice as much from us for what they did. It took 

our mineral resources. 

6.1.3. There was an opinion that the US could start helping ISIS as an opposition 

to the Taliban. 

Male, 26, Jaghori: The US will not help, because the Taliban does not need US 

help. The US will probably help ISIS as an opposition against to the Taliban. 

 

 

6.2.  EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

6.2.1. European countries can deliver infrastructural and product aid, send 

specialists and help with educational programs. They can also give significant support 

in creating relations inside Afghanistan and with its neighbors.  
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Male, 39, Mazari-Sharif: They can help, they can give education and assist in 

building water reservoirs. 

Male, 26, Kabul: Denmark, Belgium, Italy. They can provide economical support, 

and work on developing relations inside and outside Afghanistan. 

Female, 25: European countries can deliver financial support and send specialists 

to provide aid for Afghani citizens.  

Male, 39, Baglan: Germany can provide financial support and provide further 

help. 

Male, 26, Baglan: Germany and Finland can assist in developing agriculture and 

provide financial aid. 

Male, 29, Fera: Political aid, recognizing the state, money aid. 

Male, 46, Kandahar: Food aid, medical aid. 

Male, 43, Kandahar: Help with education. 

6.2.2. `What make people doubt in EU countries is their following the US 

position towards Afghanistan, and freezing Afghani financial assets placed in the EU. 

Male, 60, Kabul: European countries are following the US position. 

Male, 29, Gerat: They wouldn’t help, they’ve frozen all the (Afghani) money. 

Male. 26, Lagman: We don’t have borders with them. Only neighboring countries 

can provide assistance. 
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6.3. RUSSIA 

6.3.1. The respondents believe that Russia can provide, first of all, military 

assistance, assistance with training and education of the army, ensuring security, and 

providing education. Often there are positive statements about the “long history of 

relations” of productive and friendly relations between Russia and Afghanistan, positive 

memories of infrastructure assistance from the Soviet era - the construction of roads and 

universities. It is believed that Russia can also facilitate the negotiation processes 

between different forces on the territory of Afghanistan, and fight against ISIS. 

Male, 35, Panjshir: The first who want to help Afghanistan unselfishly are Russia 

and Canada. And China and European countries want to help profitably. 

Male, 55, Maidan Vardak: Good memories of the Russian people. If they had 

stayed then, it would have been better. Military and financial assistance. 

Male, 39, Mazar-i-Sharif: Russia can provide education, provide financial 

assistance. 

Male, 30, Kabul: Russia will work on infrastructure such as roads, universities, 

etc. 

Male, 30, Kabul: Russia can help train the army with medicine and money. 

Male, 26 years old, Kabul: Russia has a very good army and experience in 

training the army, they can also help to establish the educational process. 

Male, 25, Panjshir: Russia will fight against ISIS (terrorists) in Afghanistan. 

Male, 39, Baghlan: Russia can help strengthen and train the army. 

Male, 35, Panjshir: Russia aid with money, supplies of weapons to the army. 

Male, 46, Kandahar: Russia can help economically, give money. 

Male, 50: We have a very long history of relations with Russia. Their help is also 

important to us. It is important for us that all these relationships come from 

contradictions to friendship. And this will be our pride. Our country will develop 

with such relations. 
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6.4. ARAB COUNTRIES 

6.4.1. Countries of the Arab world such as Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Libya as well as 

Hamas are believed to be more committed to helping the Taliban. They congratulated 

the Taliban on their victory. 

Male, 29, Herat: Saudi Arabia, Qatar support the Taliban. Especially Saudi 

Arabia, just like 20 years ago. 

Male, 24, Bamiyan: Qatar is helping the Taliban. 

Female, 18, Kabul: Saudi Arabia, Hamas and Libya congratulate the Taliban on 

their victory. 

6.4.2. Arab countries can provide financial, diplomatic, food, medical and 

military assistance. Allocated countries such as the UAE, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt. 

Male, 44, Kabul: Saudi Arabia, UAE in terms of finance. 

Male, 39 years old, Baghlan: Qatar can help with money. The rest of the countries 

are less expected to help Afghanistan. 

Male, 26, Baghlan: Kuwait and UAE. Egypt has the largest army. Egypt can train 

an army. 

Male, 29, Fera: Saudi Arabia, Qatar can help. Government recognition, economic 

aid. 

Male, 43, Kandahar: Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia. Food aid, medical aid. 

Male, 41, Kandahar: Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia. Qatar are already helping, and 

has re-launched the Kabul airport. The supply economic aid, food and medicines. 
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6.5. CHINA 

6.5.1. China is expected primarily to provide economic and financial assistance, 

the supply of goods and equipment to Afghanistan, assistance with infrastructure, 

assistance in the development of mineral deposits. It is noted that China can play a 

significant role in negotiations with Pakistan. It is positively assessed that China is 

actively covering the situation in Afghanistan in its media. Receiving military assistance 

is allowed. China was the only country said it could help with the supply of a 

coronavirus vaccine. 

Female, 52, Kabul: Help with infrastructure. 

Female, 50, Kabul: Yes, in trade. 

Male, 30, Kabul: China has good potential for technology to help them. 

Male, 29, Kabul: China will help our economy. 

Male, 26, Kabul: Can provide economic assistance and can help negotiate with 

Pakistan. 

Male, 26, Lagman: China is covering the situation in Afghanistan through the 

media. 

Male, 55, Maidan Wardak: Financial and military assistance. 

Female, 20, Kabul: Mineral excavations, development of mineral deposits. 

Male, 39, Baghlan: China can help with gas, electricity. 

Male, 26, Joguri: China is helping the Taliban financially directly, relying on 

contracts in the future. 

Male, 41, Kandahar: Economic aid, education, army training. 

Male, 46, Kandahar: China could give coronavirus vaccine. 

Male, 43, Kandahar: China will be able to help by developing business projects, 

send their products at low prices. 

Male, 25, Panjshir: China will promote its business interests. 

Female, 39, Kabul: China supports the Taliban. 
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6.6. PAKISTAN 

6.6.1. Many participants of the survey expected that Pakistan, together with 

China, would begin to actively help the new government. First of all, the intensification 

of trade relations is expected due to the long joint border and the participation of 

Pakistan in the internal political life of Afghanistan. 

Male, 30, Kabul: Pakistan, together with China, is ready to support the new 

state. 

Male, 36, Kabul: Yes, because we have 2,400 km of border and they can do 

good deals. 

Female, 50, Kabul: Yes, in trade and internal government affairs. 

Male, 26 years old, Baghlan: Pakistan has always helped, since the days of the 

Soviet presence in Afghanistan, there are many Afghans living in Pakistan. 

Male, 43, Kandahar: Pakistan can help in business, export, marketing. 

Male, 43, Kandahar: Pakistan can help in education, as they did before. 

 

 



29 

 

7. THE MIGRATION POTENTIAL OF AFGHANISTAN 

7.1. 31.7% of the study participants want to leave Afghanistan if possible. 61.9% 

do not plan to move out; 6.4% of respondents were unsure. 

7.2. Those who want to leave Afghanistan cannot do this due to lack of money; 

people had not been paid salaries for several months. Only people who have money are 

able to leave the country, and they are the first to move out. Persons wishing to leave 

Afghanistan are ready to go back to the country, if respondents are aware of that it will 

be safe to stay in their homeland again. 

Male, 35 years old, Panjshir: People who have money tend to run away. Those 

who haven’t got money are used to remain in the country. 

Female, 25 years old, Sari-Pul: Surely, if it could be possible I would fly away. 

Female, 18 years old, Kabul: I want to fly from Afghanistan to the European 

countries. All of the women just want to leave the country. 

Female, 55, Kabul: Yes, unless the situation is stabilized. 

Female, 22, Kabul: Yes, because Afghanistan is not a stable country. 

Male, 57 years old, Maidan Wardak: I want to leave, but I have no money, 

because I haven't seen my salary for two months. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: Yes, and I will return if it becomes safe in all of 

Afghanistan. 

Male, 34 years old, Kabul: Yes, as this is a proxy playground for the US, EU, 

Russia, China, Pakistan, Iran and other countries. 

Male, 35 years old, Panjshir: I graduated with a baccalaureate in Iran and 

graduated from the postgraduate course in Turkey. I have written five books on 

medicine. I used to work for the state, but now I want to leave. 

Male: Yes, I'd get out of country. I completed my Bachelor's degree in Economics 

in India. And I graduated from the magistracy in the same specialty in 

Afghanistan. For the sake of the future of my children, I want to leave 

Afghanistan, because I am an educated person, I can help any country so that my 

children live and get an education. 

 

7.3. Those who do not want to leave Afghanistan are guided by patriotic feelings, 

the desire to be of service, the belief that Allah will help them overcome everything and 

the hope that the Taliban will fulfill their promises. 

Female, 41 years old, Kabul: No. No I haven't. I love my country. 

Female, 36 years old, Kabul: No, I want to serve Afghanistan. 

Male, 36 years old, Kabul: No, I believed that God is everywhere. He will give us 

everything. 
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Woman, 25 years old, Kabul: No, because I want to build my country. If the 

situation stabilizes. 

Male, 24 years old, Bamyan: Running is not a solution. I am Afghan - I have to 

stay in Afghanistan. 

Male, 26 years old, Joguri: My family lives in Afghanistan, I have to live in 

Afghanistan. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: My family moved out, but I don't want to. If the 

situation gets worse, then I will leave. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: I have the opportunity to leave, but I don't want to. 

I help those who go to study abroad. 

Male, 26 years old, Laghman: If there is peace, I will not leave. 

Male, 39 years old, Baghlan: if the Taliban can make power without war and 

unemployment, then I will live with pleasure. 
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8. THE FUTURE OF AFGHANISTAN 

8.1. What will happen to the economy of Afghanistan 

8.1.1. The survey participants believe that at the moment the economy in the 

state is in an unsatisfactory state. This situation developed before the arrival of the 

Taliban, in a context of a high level of corruption. The situation will be difficult to 

quickly stabilize because: (1) the Taliban, according to the survey participants, do 

not have enough qualified personnel and economists who will need to be attracted 

from outside; (2) threats of international isolation and sanctions, which will 

negatively affect trade. All this will lead to inflation and a worsening of the existing 

economic crisis. 

 

Male, 60, Kabul: The Taliban have no specialists. 

Female, 55, Kabul: Afghanistan is a landlocked country, without good 

international relations, unable to work. 

Male, 45, Kabul: The economy will be very weak. 

Woman, 41, Kabul: Economic growth under Taliban rule will be very slow. This 

situation is formed due to the US economic sanctions. 

Male, 34, Kabul: The situation will get worse as the Taliban lack professionalism. 

Female, 30, Kabul: The economy will fall. 

Male, 30, Kabul: The world does not trust the Taliban government and it does not 

enjoy the support of the international community. 

Male, 29 years old, Herat: There will be a very bad situation, rising inflation, 

unemployment. 

Male, 25 years old, Panjshir: Iran has no water, but Afghanistan has a lot of 

water. Iran does not want to quarrel with the Taliban over water. 

Male, 24 years old, Bamiyan: There will be a crisis, because the Taliban do not 

know how to manage the economy. 

Female, 18, Kabul: Sanctions will be imposed with the arrival of the Taliban. 

There will be no exports and imports, as a result - the complexity of the economy. 

Male, 30, Kabul: Everyone who worked for the state has not received a salary for 

three months. Everyone helps each other, incl. food. If they formally create a state 

and there is support from other states, the economy will begin to grow. 

 

8.1.2. At the same time, the survey participants express the hope that the initial 

crisis will be overcome if the Taliban adhere to the ideas of justice and will be able to 

form good relations with the world community. 

 

Male, 44, Kabul: In the short term, they will face difficulties, but in the long term, 

they will run the country. 
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Male, 39, Kabul: At first they will face a very uncertain situation, but they will 

find a better way to improve the economy. 

Male, 39 years old, Mazar-i-Sharif: If they can unite all the provinces, the 

economy will be in a more or less acceptable state. 

Male, 36, Kabul: If the Taliban maintain justice in the state, their economy will 

boom. 

Female, 28, Kabul: If the international community accepts their government and 

supports them, economic stabilization in Afghanistan will be achieved. 

Male, 28, Kabul: It will depend on the form of their government. 

Male, 26, Laghman: If the international community helps, the economy can 

develop even with the Taliban. 

Male, 41, Kandahar: The Taliban want to create positive relationships with all 

countries in the world. The location of Afghanistan is very favorable, new projects 

and road construction should be created. The economy can develop under the 

Taliban. 

Male: If the Taliban want to develop the Afghan economy, they will need good 

relations with the world. The main profit of our new economy is our soil resources 

such as oil. If the Taliban have good relations with the world, then Afghanistan 

will be able to invite professionals who will be able to extract oil and create 

infrastructures for the country, and also develop education in the country. 
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8.2. WHAT TRUTH SHOULD THE WORLD KNOW ABOUT THE 

CURRENT SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN? 

 

8.2.1. According to the majority of the survey participants, Afghanistan 

needs peace; the Taliban should be recognized as a legitimate force, since they are 

the only ones who can now control the situation in the country. The world 

community needs to recognize this fact and come to terms with it. Afghanistan 

possesses reserves of natural resources, minerals, which can help the economy of 

Afghanistan. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: The Taliban are not terrorists, we must recognize 

them as a government. 

Male, 41 years old, Kandahar: The Taliban are the only people who can unite and 

control Afghanistan. 

Male, 46 years old, Kandahar: The world must help create the Afghan state and 

accept it as an official state. 

Male, 44 years old, Kabul: Afghanistan is one of the war-torn countries. In this 

critical situation, the world must help us. There are so many minerals in 

Afghanistan that the world should help us discover. 

Male, 31 years old, Kabul: Afghanistan is a country rich in minerals. The world 

must give us the opportunity to live in a peaceful environment 

 

 

8.1.2. Wide opinion – the current situation is the result of the active interference 

of foreign countries. Afghanistan will stand its ground, and the people of Afghanistan 

are tired of the war. At the same time, the people of Afghanistan have become hostage 

to the political and military games of other countries, which are drawing Afghanistan 

into the war. 

Female, 30 years old, Kabul: If foreigners have any goals in Afghanistan. They 

will never succeed with them. 

Male, 29 years old, Kabul: They need to know the truth. The current situation in 

Afghanistan is explained by the fact that other countries are interfering in 

domestic politics. 

Male, 26 years old, Baghlan: Very strong countries came to take power in 

Afghanistan, but no one succeeded, Russia also failed. The USA failed. 

Afghanistan always stands on its own two feet. 

Male, 29 years old, Farah: The people of Afghanistan are tired of war, they want 

peace, but they will not allow any country in the world to rule them. 

Male, 28 years old, Kabul: America was not loyal to the Afghan people and will 

not be loyal to anyone in the world. 
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Male, 25 years old, Kabul: America is the main cause of all the trouble in 

Afghanistan. 

Male, 25 years old, Kabul: The point is that it was a proxy war and a game of big 

countries. They used the land of Afghanistan to their advantage. 

Male, 26 years old, Jaghori: Leaders already know the real situation, but people 

should know that these are all political games between the USA and Europe. 

Male, 43 years old, Kandahar: The international community must help 

Afghanistan, while cutting off foreign interference (Iran, Pakistan, USA) 

 

8.2.3. The world community must respect the culture, traditions, religion, and 

national values of Afghanistan. Not to impose their values, but to give the citizens of 

Afghanistan the right to decide the fate of their country themselves, and to develop it.  

Male: I have a message for the world. I am 32 years old, I was born and raised 

during the war. For the development of the country, the world can help us, but the 

most important thing is that the world respects our culture, our tradition, our 

religion and national values. Autocratic systems - they have never been successful 

in Afghanistan. We know from an experience that autocratic regimes in 

Afghanistan always will fail. The representatives of other countries who came to us 

wanted to spread their ideology in our country, but this will not work. Because we 

have our own ideology and culture. 

Male: I think the world should know that Afghans can rule their country. Many 

times the foreign countries came to us, and that didn’t come up with a result. And 

if the Afghans are given the opportunity for them to develop their own country. I 

think Afghans can win and develop their country. 

Male: Lately, the world has come a long way. I repeat once again: if they (the 

Taliban) continue to behave well and behave as in the 21st century, they will 

succeed. And after all Taliban are citizens of Afghanistan. 
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